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ABSTRACT 
This research aims at investigating the use of interpreted pictures on developing descriptive 
paragraph of Grade X students at SMA Negeri 8 Palu. The research designwas applied 
quasi experimental research. The samplingwas used purposive sampling technique. The 
instruments of data collection were pretest and posttest. The pretest was used to measure 
prior knowledge of the students where the posttest was used to measure the development of 
the students’ ability after the treatment. The t-test was analyzed to compare the mean scores 
of both classes. There is a significant difference score of the experimental class (49.4) and 
the control class (42.6). The level of significance was set up at 0.05 with 40 degree of 
freedom (df= 19+23-2= 40). The result of data analysis indicates that t-counted (5.59) was 
greater than the t-table (2.021). It means that the hypothesis was accepted. Thus, using 
interpreted pictures impact on developing students’ descriptive paragraph. 
Key terms:Using; Interpreted Pictures; Developing; Descriptive Paragraph. 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menginvestigasi penggunaan gambar-gambar yang 
diinterpretasi dalam mengembangkan kemampuan paragraf deskriptif dari siswa kelas X di 
SMA Negeri 8 Palu. Disainpenelitianmenerapkanpeneletian quasi eksperimental. 
Pengambilan sampel menggunakan tekhnik sampel purposif. Alat yang digunakan untuk 
mengumpulkan data adalah pretest dan posttest. Pretest digunakan untuk mengukur 
pengetahuan siswa. Posttest digunakan untuk mengukur perkembangan kemampuan yang 
dimiliki siswa setelah menerima treatment.T-test di analisa untuk membandingkan nilai 
rata-rata antara kedua kelas. Ada sebuah perbedaan skor yang signifikan antara kelas 
eksperimen (49.4) dan kelas kontrol (42.6). Tingkat signifikan 0.05 dengan derajat bebas 40 
(df= 19+23-2= 40). Hasil analisa data menunjukan bahwa t-counted (5.59) lebih tinggi 
dari t-table (2.021). Itu berarti bahwa hipotesa diterima. Dengan demikian, penggunakan 
gambar-gambar yang diinterpretasi dapat mengembangkan kemampuaan deskriptif 
paragraf yang dimiliki siswa. 
Kata kunci:Penggunaan; Gambar-gambar yang diinterpretasi; Mengembangkan; 
 Paragraf Deskriptif. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Writing is a process of transferring idea, feeling, and thought into written form by 
giving more attention to the use of language as correctly as possible. Brown (2001: 336) 
states, “Writing is a thinking process, writers produce final written products based on their 
thinking after the researchers go through the thinking process”. In other words, writing can 
be defined as a way of communication by transforming observation, information, thought, 
or ideas into written language, so it can be shared with others. 
Writing is the most difficult subject in the school since the students have to produce a 
text by using English. Meyers (2005:2) defines: 
Writing is a way to procedure language you do naturally when you speak. Writing is 
speaking to other on paper – or on a computer screen. Writing is also an action – 
process of discovering and organizing your ideas, putting them on apaper and 
reshaping and revising them. 
They have to write about what they think in their mind and state it on a paper by using the 
correct procedure. Writing is more complicated than the other skills because writing deals 
with mixture of idea, vocabulary, and grammar. Harmer (2007: 8) explains, “The process is 
usually more complex than writing. Different from speaking, writing is more difficult to 
acquire because there are many aspects related to writing need to be mastered such as 
organization, mechanics, and grammar”. Writing involves more than just producing words 
and sentences, but in writing activity the students should be able to combine words and 
sentences which grammatically linked. Furthermore, the purposes of their writing would be 
delivered well. 
Writing is a complex domain to learn and teach because it requires many skills. 
Before doing and making a good writing, the students need to gather much information by 
listening to other people; doing discussion with others, and reading more books. To know 
the skill of the students in mastering the language is by looking at their writing. By writing 
the writer can deliver his/her messages to readers. 
The preliminary observation was done by asking several questions to Grade X 
students of SMA Negeri 8 Palu and they wrote three different paragraphs. Based on the data 
obtained, they cannotwrite a paragraph well. Itwas caused by that: they are not able to 
develop their ideas, they are not able to use writing mechanics correctly, and they are not 
able to master the use of grammatical sentences well. It means that many problems deal 
with students. The teachers have to give support and guidance to improve their writing skill.  
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To help the students improve their writing skill, the teacher should apply an effective 
medium. The effective medium in teaching writing could influence the writing skill of the 
students. There are many media that can be used in teaching and learning process. One of 
the media is interpreted pictures. Interpreted picture is to explain meaning of something in 
the picture. Arizpe (2016:9) states that the interpreted picture is one of media that use in 
classroom. In which the teacher guides the pupil towards multiple interpretation rather than 
comprehension, can enable literary understanding especially when looking picture books. It 
means that the students more interesting in interpret the picture, rather than comprehend text 
by looking at texts books. Because the students easier to express their feelings. The 
interpreted picture provides many different activities. It has a specific meaning that students 
explained. The interpreted pictures also play an important role in learning teaching process 
in the classroom. 
The interpretation from the picture helped students to create one good sentence 
appropriately base on the situation or interpretation from the picture. The students can see 
the picture and identify what the reality contained in the picture. The pictures would be 
helping the students to create descriptive paragraph based on the interpreted picture given. It 
may be assumed that pictures may increase students’ motivation to know and learn English 
seriously.The teacher also should give a chance to the students to express their ideas or free 
opinion by not forcing them. 
Interpreted pictures can bright up the class and bring more varieties into the language 
lesson, especially in teaching English. Pictures also show a situation or scene in which there 
are several different things and persons. It is good for the students to see the total scene or 
picture to see how they were related to the whole.  Teaching reading comprehension 
through pictures should be suitable with the criteria of good picture that the students need to 
learn. Allen (1983: 34) proposes the criteria  of picture as follows: 1. Pictures  must be 
good, interesting, clear, easily understood, and quite big to show the detail things, 2. 
Something be described in the picture must be enough important and     appropriate with the 
problem learnt, 3. Pictures must be authentic, 4. Pictures must be appropriate with the 
students. Based on the statement before, the criteria of good picture is they can attract 
studentscuriously to know them, they rare not complex picture, can convey simple 
information, and easy to understand. Pictures are also represent information that student 
need to learn and are appropriate with students’ need. In addition, pictures give more 
contribution to the students’ achievement in teaching writing. By using interpreted pictures, 
the students are easier to understand the materials which taught by the teacher. 
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RESEARCH METHOD 
The quasi-experimental researchwas used in the research, where the sample of the 
researchwas divided into two classes. They were an experimental class and a control 
one.The design of this research isproposed by Cohen, Manion, and Morrison. (2007: 283): 
 
𝑬𝒙𝒑𝒆𝒓𝒊𝒎𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒂𝒍
𝑪𝒐𝒏𝒕𝒓𝒐𝒍
 = 
 
Where 𝑂1 is pretest, X is treatment, 𝑂2 is posttest, 𝑂3 is pretest and 𝑂4 is posttest. 
The population is the subject of study. The subject can be people or things. Geoffrey, 
David and David. (2005:305) defines, “The population is all individuals of interest to the 
researcher.” Based on the definition,Grade X students of SMA Negeri 8 Paluwas took as the 
population.They consisted of four. They are X A, X B, X C, and X D. Each class consisted 
of 19 up to 23 students. 
Sample is a part of population that is chose to be observe.Geoffreyet. al. (2005: 305) 
stated that sample is a subset of population that can be representative of the population. In 
taking sample of this research, the researcher uses purposive sampling technique, because it 
is an appropriate technique that can be applied in the research. Cohen et. al. (2000: 103) 
states, “In purposive sampling, researcher handpick the cases to be included in the sample 
on the basis of their judgment of their typicality”. Twoclasses weretaken which belong to 
the experimental class and control class.X B was decided as experimental class and X A as 
control one. Therefore, the students’ ability of X B was tried at least equivalent or may be 
more than X A class. 
Variable is a variation object of the study. In relation to the variable of this research, 
Arikunto(2006:97) defines, “All experiments have one fundamental idea behind them: to 
test the effect of one or more independent variable in experiment.” There are two types of 
variables; dependent variable and independent variable. The dependent variable is the 
response or the criterion variable that was presumed to be caused by or influence the 
independent treatment or the independent variable. The independent variable was selected 
by researcher to determine the relationship with the dependent variable.The dependent 
variable of this research is writing descriptive paragraph and the independent variable of 
this research is using Interpreted pictures. 
 𝑂1         𝑥       𝑂2 
  𝑂3                     𝑂4 
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The instruments used for collecting data were observation sheet and test. The test 
consisted of pretest and posttest of which both tests coverwriting descriptive test. The tests 
werethe same level in form even in different topic. The testwas given to find out the 
students’ ability in writing descriptive text. The result of the test was counted by applying 
statistical analysis in order to measure and to find out the students’ progress in writing 
descriptive text before and after treatment. 
A test is an instrument of a teacher to measure how far is the students’ comprehension 
about their lesson. In this research, test was the most important instrument to collect the 
data. It was used to find out the influence ofinterpreted pictures on studentswriting 
descriptive ability.The pretest was used to test the students’ ability in writing descriptive 
text. In other words, the pretest can be a guidance to find out how far is the students’ ability 
in writing descriptive paragraph before the treatment. 
After giving the pretest to the students, the treatmentwas applied. The 
interpretedpictures was used in treatment. There were eight meetings including pretest and 
posttest.The time spent during treatment in the class was around 2x 45 minutes for each 
meeting. The lesson plan was provided every meetings as the material to support the 
teaching learning processIn scoring each part of descriptive text,the scoring system by 
Weigle and Sarah (2002: 43) was used.  
After the treatment, the posttest was given to the students. The test items in the 
posttestwere the same form as the pretest even in different topic. It was intended to find out 
the effect of interpreted pictures on students writing descriptive paragraph.Its resultindicates 
whether the hypothesis is accepted or rejected. 
The data was analyzedstatistically. It was to find out the result of pretest and posttest. 
The students’ mean score was computedby using the formula as recommended by Arikunto 
(2006: 240). After that,the mean differences of pretest and posttest was computedbased on 
the formula proposed by Hatch and Farhady (1982: 55). Next, the square deviations was 
computed by using formula proposed by Arikuto (2006: 276). After getting the mean of 
pretest and posttest,the effectiveness of the treatment was analyzedin order to find out 
whether the research hypothesis is accepted or rejected. The formula was appliedby 
Arikunto (2006: 311). 
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FINDINGS 
The students atthe experimental classwas observed before and after the treatment 
while the students ofthe control class wasobserved without treatment. After calculating the 
score, some differences were found between the result of both classes. The result was found 
in pretest of the experimental classwas lower than the control one. However, after the 
treatment, the result was found in posttest of the experimental classwas clearly higher than 
the control one. By looking at the result,  it indicates that they have significant differences. 
The result in pretest of both classes can be seen in the following table: 
 
Table 1Pretest Finding of Experimental Class 
No. Initial 
 Score  
Gained Maximum Standard 
1 A 1 5 20 
2 Ag 1 5 20 
3 Am 1 5 20 
4 D 2 5 40 
5 F 1 5 20 
6 Gi  3 5 60 
7 Gu  2 5 40 
8 H 1 5 20 
9 J 2 5 40 
10 Jo 0 5 0 
11 Ma 2 5 40 
12 Me 3 5 60 
13 Mo 2 5 40 
14 R 1 5 20 
15 Ra 1 5 20 
16 Ri 1 5 20 
17 S 1 5 20 
18 W 1 5 20 
19 Z 2 5 40 
Total 28 95 560 
Mean 1.4 5 33.6 
Maximum 3 5 60 
Minimum 0 5 0 
Mode 1 5 20 
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Thepretest was given to find out the students’ writing ability.The Table 1 above 
indicates the distribution of score the experimental class on pretest.The result of 
experimental classindicates that the total score is 560. The maximum score is 60. The 
minimum score is 0. The mode is 20 and the mean score is 33.6. 
 
Table 2 Pretest Finding of ControlClass 
No. Initial 
 Score  
Gained Maximum Standard 
1 Aa 2 5 40 
2 Ab 2 5 40 
3 Af 1 5 20 
4 An 2 5 40 
5 As 2 5 40 
6 Az 2 5 40 
7 Da  3 5 60 
8 Dk 2 5 40 
9 E 2 5 40 
10 Fl 2 5 40 
11 Fn 1 5 20 
12 Hy 2 5 40 
13 I 3 5 60 
14 M 3 5 60 
15 Mr 2 5 40 
16 Rh 1 5 20 
17 Ri 1 5 20 
18 Sa 2 5 40 
19 Se 1 5 20 
20 Sl 2 5 40 
21 Sp 3 5 60 
22 Wc 2 5 40 
23 Wu 1 5 20 
Total Score 44 115 880 
Mean Score 1.9 5 38.2 
Maximum score 3 5 60 
Minimum score 1 5 20 
Mode  2 5 40 
 
On the other hand, based on the data in the table above the result of control one indicates 
that the total score is 880. The maximum score is 60. The minimum score is 20. The mode 
is 40 and the mean score is 38.2. From both calculations,the fact was found that the mean 
score of the experimental classis lower than the mean score of the control one. 
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After giving the treatment to the experimental class, the posttest wasdeliveredto the 
experimental and control class. The aim of the posttest was to measure the final score to 
prove the progress made by the students.The result of posttest of experimental class and 
control onecan be seenin Table 3 below. 
 
Table 3 Posttest Finding of the Experimental Class 
No. Initial 
 Score  
Gained Maximum Standard 
1 A 2 5 40 
2 Ag  2 5 40 
3 Am  2 5 40 
4 D  3 5 60 
5 F 2 5 40 
6 Gi  4 5 80 
7 Gu  2 5 40 
8 H 3 5 60 
9 J 3 5 60 
10 Jo  1 5 20 
11 Ma 3 5 60 
12 Me 4 5 80 
13 Mo  3 5 60 
14 R 2 5 40 
15 Ra 2 5 40 
16 Ri 2 5 40 
17 S 2 5 40 
18 W 3 5 60 
19 Z 3 5 60 
Total Score 48 95 960 
Mean Score 2.5 5 50.5 
Maximum score 4 5 80 
Minimum score 1 5 20 
Mode  2 5 40 
 
From the table above, the result of calculation from experimental class indicates that the 
total score is 940. The maximum score is 80. The minimum score is 20. The mode is 40 and 
the mean score is 50.5.the same thing did to the control class. 
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Table 4 Posttest Finding of ControlClass 
No. Initial 
 Score  
Gained Maximum Standard 
1 Aa 2 5 40 
2 Ab 3 5 60 
3 Af 1 5 20 
4 An 2 5 40 
5 As 2 5 40 
6 Az 2 5 40 
7 Da  4 5 80 
8 Dk 2 5 40 
9 E 2 5 40 
10 Fl 2 5 40 
11 Fn 2 5 40 
12 Hy 2 5 40 
13 I  3 5 60 
14 M 3 5 60 
15 Mr 2 5 40 
16 Rh  1 5 20 
17 Ri 2 5 40 
18 Sa  2 5 40 
19 Se  1 5 20 
20 Sl 2 5 40 
21 Sp 3 5 60 
22 Wc 2 5 40 
23 Wu 2 5 0 
Total Score 49 115 980 
Mean Score 2.1 5 42.6 
Maximum score 4 5 80 
Minimum score 1 5 20 
Mode  2 5 40 
 
On the other hand, based on Table 4 above the result of control class indicates that the total 
score is 980. The maximum score is 80. The minimum score is 20. The mode is 40 and the 
mean score is 42.6. The computation above indicates that the scores of both classes are 
different. Therefore, this result reveals the fact that the score obtained by the experimental 
class in posttest is clearly higher than the score obtained by the control one.After getting the 
mean score of both classes, then the score deviation and square deviation were calculated. 
The result is presented in the following table: 
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Table 5The Experimental Class Deviation onPretest and Posttest 
No. Initial 
Scores 
Deviation 
 
X2 
 
Pretest Posttest 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
A 
Ag  
Am  
D  
F 
Gi 
Gu 
H 
J 
Jo  
Ma 
Me 
Mo  
R 
Ra 
Ri 
S 
W 
Z 
40 
20 
20 
40 
20 
60 
40 
20 
40 
0 
40 
60 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
40 
40 
40 
40 
60 
40 
80 
40 
60 
60 
20 
60 
80 
60 
40 
40 
40 
40 
60 
60 
0 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
0 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
40 
20 
0 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
0 
1600 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
1600 
400 
Total 580 960 380 9200 
 
From the experimental class deviation on pretest and posttest table above, the 
resultwascomputed. From the computations, the mean deviation of pretest and posttest is 20 
and the sum of square deviation is 1600. 
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Table 6The Control ClassDeviation on Pretest and Posttest 
No. Initial 
Scores 
Deviation Y2 
Pretest Posttest 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
Aa  
Ab 
Af  
An 
As 
Aj  
Da  
Dk 
E 
Fl 
Fn 
Hy 
I 
M 
Mr 
Rh 
Ri 
Sa 
Se 
Sl 
Sp 
Wc 
Wu 
40 
40 
20 
40 
40 
40 
60 
40 
40 
40 
20 
40 
60 
60 
40 
20 
20 
40 
20 
40 
60 
40 
20 
40 
60 
20 
40 
40 
40 
80 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
60 
60 
40 
20 
40 
40 
20 
40 
60 
40 
40 
0 
20 
0 
0 
0 
0 
20 
0 
0 
0 
20 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
20 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
20 
0 
400 
0 
0 
0 
0 
400 
0 
0 
0 
400 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
400 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
400 
Total 880 980 100 2000 
 
Besides that, the result mean deviation of pretest and posttest on the control classis 4.34 and 
the sum of square deviation is 1565.2. Furthermore,the data was analyzed statistically in 
order to find out the significant differences between the two classes.The result was found 
that the t-test is 5.59. 
DISCUSSION 
Most of the students in experimental group get low score about 89%. The total score 
is 560. The students get score 60is 10.5%. They get score 40 is 35.5%. They get score 20is 
52.6% and get score 0 is 5.2%. On the other hand, the students in control group that get low 
score about 78%. The total score is 880. The students get score 60is 17.3%. They get score 
40is 56.5%. Theyget score 20is 26% and get score 0 is 0%. From the data, indicates that the 
student in experimental group is lower than the control one. Theirs differences about 11%.  
There were several reasons why the students in experimental class got low score in 
the pretest such as the students have very low writing ability, they cannot develop their 
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ideas, they cannot use writing mechanics correctly, they cannot master the use of 
grammatical sentences well, inappropriate and monotones teaching techniques in the 
teaching English process, and they do not have time to express their idea or feeling 
freely.After that, the teaching of English by applying interpreted pictures as media was 
began.  
Difficultyof the students on simple present tense are to use possessive pronoun and 
hard to construct good grammar. It makes the students difficult to string a sentence based on 
the interpreted pictures given. On the mechanics, they get difficulty to put correct 
capitalization. It proves how they arrange the sentence. On spelling, it is difficult to writes 
correct words for example they want to write “mine” but they write “main”. This proves 
that they were lack of vocabulary.  On punctuation, they do not know when the sentences 
should be ended and when the comma should be given. The other problem is low 
motivation in learning English. It makes them hard to enjoy the teaching learning process 
actively. Therefore, the students get hard to express their ideas freely. Finally, the effect of 
those problems is that the students cannot write a paragraph well. 
The problem of the students above can be solved by using the interpreted pictures 
and guidence. To make the students good in grammar and in spelling, the researcher gave 
interpreted pictures and guidence to write a good simple present tense. Example, the 
students wrote “she have black heir and long heir”. It should be “She has black and long 
hair”. On  punctuation, they was given action pictures by the researcher, and they tried to 
write a sentence. Example, they wrote “he has white skin, pointed nose, and black hair”.  It 
should be “He has white skin, pointed nose and black hair”. Finally, they helped by 
interpreted pictures in express their ideas freely, because picture in the interpreted pictures 
is about their daily activity. 
The result of posttest found that most of the students have a significant progress. The 
experimental group total score on posttest is 940. The students getscore 80 is 10.5%. They 
get score 60 is 36.8%. They get score 40is 47.3%. They get score 20 is 0.5% and get score 0 
is 0%. Besides that, the control group total score on posttest is 980. The students get score 
80is 4.3%. They get score 60 is 17.3%. They get40 is 60.8%. They get score 20 is 13% and 
get score 0 is 4.3%. Regarding the result of posttest of both groups, there is significant 
difference of the score. By looking at the result of data, the experimental group get low 
score diminish become 57%. It is far from the pretest 89%. The control one get low score 
73%. It is not too far from 78%. It means that there is no significant development on the 
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control group. The use of interpreted pictures to experimental group means can develop 
students’ writing descriptive paragraph. 
The mean deviation of experimental group on pretest and posttest is 20 and the sum 
of square deviation is 1600. On the other hand, the mean deviation of control one on pretest 
and posttest is 4.34 and the sum of square deviation is 1565.2. From the data above it 
indicates that there is high development on the experimental group. The development is 
until about 89%. Besides that, there is no significant development from the control group. 
The development is about 21%. 
The hypothesis of the research is accepted or rejected, the researcher tested the 
hypothesis. In examining the significant difference between t-counted and t-table, the 
researcher used the level of significance between t-counted and the t-table. The researcher 
applied the level of significance 0.05 with 40 degree of freedom (do= Nix + NY – 2= 19 + 
23 – 2= 40) is 2.021. The result of data analysis shows that t-counted is 5.59 higher the t-
table 2.021. It means that t-counted is higher than t-table. It means that the use of 
interpreted pictures can develop writing descriptive paragraph. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
The use of interpreted pictures can develop writing descriptive paragraph. It is proved 
by the value of the t-counted (5.59) while the value of t-table at significant level (0,05) with 
40 degree of freedom (df) is 2.021. It means that the t-counted is higher than the t-table. 
Thus the hypothesis states by the researcher is accepted. 
Students need tobe motivated to study harder how to use present tense in order to be 
able to improve their writing ability.They should practice writing either inside or outside of the 
class and make writing activities as positive habit. The students should manage their time effectively 
and practice using their opinion about something in written language to improve their achievement 
in writing descriptive paragraph with guided composition technique. English teachers should 
apply various strategies and techniques in teaching writing ability. They also should 
motivate, stimulate, and give more chances to the students in the teaching learning process 
in order to make the students get significant development in mastering writing ability. 
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